COMMUNITY

God Auction 2010!

The 8th annual God Auction is almost upon us. We
will choose our patron for 2010-2011 on July 11th, between
Artemis, Cai-Shen, Grandmother Spider, and Quetzalcoatl.
The whole community chooses the new patron, voting with
their donations of food, money, and time. Each year we
collect monetary donations for Gaia Community and food
donations for Harvesters at the God Auction, with one dollar
or one food item counting as one point for the potential
patron receiving it.

The daughter of Leto and Zeus, and the twin of
Apollo, Artemis is the goddess of the wilderness, the hunt

and wild animals, childbirth, and young

2 girls. She was seen to be both the
A'-ulc}' ; healer and bearer of disease in women.
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worship her until marriage, when they

would leave behind their childhood and

the virgin goddess.  Artemis both

. ‘%" *  hunted and protected wild animals. She

NLEJ p’&__ is associated with deer and bears and is

] often depicted with bow and arrows. A

further aspect of Artemis is that of a

goddess of the moon. Her bow became a symbol of the
waxing moon.
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Cai-Shen is a Chinese god of prosperity and wealth.
He is the Heavenly Treasurer in Chief.
Cai-Shen is helpful in ensuring profit
in commercial transactions. Once a
mortal called Zhao, he was elevated to
godly status after meditating on a
mountain. Cai-Shen is often depicted
as a fat and cheerful man with a thick
mustache, riding a black tiger and
wielding a rod of iron. Furthermore,
Cai-Shen is said to ward off thunder
and lightning.

All Sunday activities take place at Shawnee Mission
UuU Church; 7725 W.87th St., Overland Park, KS
(near 87th & Metcalf) and begin at4 P.M.

unless otherwise noted.
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Grandmother Spider is creator of the world in Native
American religions and myths. She was responsible for the
stars in the sky. She took a web she had spun,
and laced it with dew. She then threw it into
the sky, and the dew became the stars. Some
tales relate that she sang throughout this
creation. It is also said that this web she
created is the web of life of which we are all
a part. Another story tells of how
Grandmother Spider successfully stole fire
after several others had tried and failed and
then taught humans how to tend and feed fire. In other tales,
it is the sun that she stole.

Quetzalcoatl is the Mesoamerican feathered serpent
deity. In Aztec lore, which is the most documented, he was
related to gods of the wind, of Venus, of the dawn, of
merchants and of arts, crafts and knowledge
(he invented books and the calendar and gave \\E e
mankind maize). He was also the patron god “-\} o
of the Aztec priesthood. Some stories tell of %O*
how Quetzalcoatl was responsible for the ,@
creation of humankind in the current age — "4
combining the bones of humans from
previous ages and his own blood. Another
story tells of how he was tricked into sleeping with a celibate
priestess, and in his remorse, burned himself to death. His
heart became the morning star.

-Ritval Teams and the
Stewardship Committee
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Gaia About Town

Voices of Gaia and Sacred Rhythms are on hiatus.

Ritual Teams Meeting (7/1, 7:00 PM, at SMUUCH): All active ritualists must attend at least one meeting a quarter; please contact

Jamie, the Ritual Teams Coordinator, at rtc @ gaiacommunity.org or in person if you have questions or wish to provide feedback

about how a Sunday service went. As always, any member of the congregation may help with any particular ritual, so if you have

an interest, let any ritualist know (they have blue ribbons on their nametags)!

Craft Circle (7/3, 1-5 PM): Craft Circle will be held at David and Kimberly's house again this month, 1306 E. 118th St. in KCMO.
Any project you have or craft you'd like to share with the group is welcome! This is an excellent time to work on God Auction

projects!

Storytelling Group (7/9, 7 PM, at Andrew's): The Storytelling Group will meet this month at Andrew's apartment (see address below,

under Social Justice). For more information about the meeting, or if you're interested in what they'll be practicing and working on,

get in touch with Andrew (in person or at andrew @ gaiacommunity.org).

Ritual for Business (7/10, 9:30 AM, at SMUUCH): This is our monthly “church business” meeting. Anyone, member or not, is

welcome to come and provide input or ask questions, although only Full Active Members can participate in the formal consensus

process or elections. If you've ever had an official question or concern, this would be the place to bring it. Any questions or items

for the agenda (see page 5) should be sent to a board member, as shown to the right.

Social Justice Committee Meeting (7/13, 7 PM, at Andrew's): We will meet this month at Andrew's apartment: 8334 W. 108th, Apt.
E, Overland Park, KS. If you have questions about this committee, you can e-mail us at sj @ gaiacommunity.org.

Games Night (7/16, 7 PM, at SMUUCH): Kick back and relax; NO OFFICIAL BUSINESS IS
ALLOWED! Bring a game, bring a friend, bring some munchies, or just bring yourself!
Usually held in the Barn Chapel or downstairs in the Jefferson room, depending on weather
and/or what games are available.

KidSpace Coordinating Committee (7/18, 2 PM, at SMUUCH): The KidSpace committee is for
everyone; you do not have to be a parent to attend. Get in touch with Kelley (the new
Committee Chair) or Linda (the KidSpace Coordinator) at kidspace @ gaiacommunity.org or
in person to find out more about what is on the agenda.

Queer Allies Discussion (7/20, 7 PM, at SMUUCN): This meeting will specifically address concerns
about the proposal to offer non-gendered restrooms at Gaia Community. If you have concerns
you would like to discuss, please attend or contact Jamie at jamie @ gaiacommunity.org to put

your concern forward.

Friday Night Supper Club (7/23, 7PM) will be at a location to be determined. Check the weekly
announcements in June for more information. If you are attending and wish to RSVP, please
contact Amanda at supperclub@ gaiacommunity.org or in person.

Carlng Connectlons Corner
Birthdays for this month include Stephen and Aelbrech on the 2™, Linda on the 5*, Cheryl on

the 7%, Jeff on the 10", Aaron on the 17%, Kris on the 21%, Mari on the 22™, Nola on the 28", and Roni on
the 30". Please let the Caring Committee know of any others that we're missing, and congratulations and

blessings to all those folks for another trip around the sun.

Board of Trustees 09-10

President — Erin Scrogum
president@gaiacommunity.org
or 913-904-2459
Vice-President — Amanda Pence
vicepresident@gaiacommunity.org
or 816-694-2585
Treasurer — John Boyce
treasurer @ gaiacommunity.org
or 816-419-9448
Secretary — Rosemary Harris
secretary @gaiacommunity.org
Members at Large —

Cheryl Stice

phoenixrose0707 @yahoo.com

or 913-530-9976

Linda Boyce

llboyce@mindspring.com

or 816-419-9447

Cynthia Cole

cynthia@cynthiaweb.net

or 913-433-8038
... or contact them all at
board @gaiacommunity.org!

The Caring Committee has a new chair; contact Leo if you're interested in what the committee will do next. If you have

concerns or blessings you wish to share with the community, they can be sent to caring@gaiacommunity.org and will be

passed on.
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Sunday Schedule (lzeIJ at 4dpm unless otherwise notecl)

Voices of Gaia and Sacred Rh ytbms are on hiatus.

Sunday, July #*
Sharing Our Spirits:
Independence Day

Facilitators: Amanda and Jamie

Sharing Our Spirits rituals are created by the folks
who show up that day! We might decide on a theme related
to Independence Day or the United States. Bring your ideas,
needs, or any ritual tools you'd like to use and join us!

Sunday, July 11"
God Auction

Ritualists: Kimberly, Kit, Leo, Aubry, Cheryl,
Cynthia, Barbara, Kitty, David, Erin, and others
Please join us on July 11, to have tea with the gods!
We'll elect a new patron for the year 2010-11, raise a lot of
money for Gaia Community and food donations for
Harvesters, and have a good time, too!
Things to know about God Auction:
- If you have little ones and want to have them in KidSpace,
you can go ahead and take them downstairs when you come
in, rather than having them wait in circle with the grown-ups
like we usually do. The KidSpace groups have been making
offerings for the gods over the last few weeks, and they will
have an opportunity to come up and give those offerings
towards the end of the ritual. If you are a tall person
responsible for a small person, please be aware that they will
be spending the end of ritual with you.
- The space will be open to you at 3:30. If you are bringing
food donations and need extra time to bring them in and set
yourself up, please take that time between 3:30 and 4, so that
we can start (and end!) the ritual on time.
- If you have a question that you would like to see the gods

A LOOk A]le&(]..-
Aug 1" = High Holiday: Lammas/Lughnassadh
Aug, 8 — Post General Asseml)ly Presentation
Aug 15* = New Patron Class
Aug. 22" = New Patron Ritual
Aug 29 ~ Forum: Creating Gods

asked during this ritual, whether it's for one god or all four,
please email it to featherynscale @ gmail.com, or write it
down, and hand it to Kimberly at ritual this Sunday. Please
note in the email or the note which god(s) the question is

for.

- Money donated during the God Auction does not count
towards your annual pledge. If you would like to give money
towards your pledge, there will be an opportunity to do so.

- Please feel free to come dressed for a tea party (of more or
less madness) if it strikes your fancy to be fancy!

- A lovely gift basket will be awarded to the person who
makes the overall highest donation of the day, and each deity
will also give gifts to their highest donors.

Sunday, July 18
Farewell to Thoth

Ritualists: Jamie and Linda

By this Sunday, we'll have a new patron and so it
will be time to say farewell to Thoth. Join us as we bid him
adieu with much pomp and circumstance. This ritual will
include our younger members, too, as they have learned
much from Thoth. What have you learned? Come share!

Sunday, July 25%
Excellence in Ritual Final

Ritualists: Gerri Lynn and Jack

Come join the 2010 EiR class as we go bubble
happy for being done with the course! We're going to have
bubbles of fun with all sorts of activities, all to figure out
why exactly our higher selves want us to have fun. Bring the
kids and your enthusiasm!

Currently Active Ritualists

Amanda Pence Aubry Gabbard

Barbara Cheryl Stice
David Reynolds Devin S.

Eric Simpson Erin Scrogum
Jamie Peters Kit Peters
Kitty Degler Linda Boyce

Please see Jamie, the Ritual Teams Coordinator,
if you are a former ritualist who would like to rejoin teams, or a
newly trained ritualist looking to join for the first time.
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Ki(lSpace Information

We are looking for a new Nursery person to take care of our littlest ones. This is a paid position. Applicant must be
willing to work with infants and toddlers, have reliable transportation, and be able to commit to being available on
Sundays from 3:30 to 6:15 pm. A background check will be done. If you know of somebody who would enjoy this
position, please let Linda know at llboyce @mindspring.com.

The Kidspace Committee met on June 27. Next meeting will be July 25--not July 18--at 2pm at SMUUCH. All
interested in Gaia's children's programing are invited. Questions or concerns can be directed to Linda Boyce, Coordinator, at
IIboyce @mindspring.com (816-419-9447) or Kelley Montford, Committee Head, at kelley_montford @hotmail.com (913-
568-5091). We are looking at some different field trips and scheduling an overnight in 2011. Please let us know if you are
interested in helping.

Thank you to our visiting teachers. We have exciting things coming up in July. Please mark your calendars!

Our OWLS trainers have been confirmed as having passed their training. Thank you to those who went to Des
Moines on this adventure. The group will meet soon and do a calendar search with the idea of scheduling the first OWLS
classes.

KidSpace schedule:

+  July 4": Kidspace will be reviewing the deities for God Auction. Offerings will be made.

«  July 11": God Auction: Kelley Montford has kindly volunteered to do Kid Space/Nursery duty starting at
2pm. The students will come up at the end of the god auction in order to make their offerings.....and they do count.

«  July 18™: Our patron farewell will be at least partially intergenerational. Please watch the announcements for
more details.

«  July 25™: Kidspace Field Trip: Nelson Atkins Museum 3:30 pm. We are leaving early so our students can
enjoy the newly reopened Oriental galleries. We will leave at 3:30. We did not have a chance earlier to see real
images of Cai-Shen, one of the god auction deities or of other gods of the east when we studied them last fall due to
the galleries being closed. Permission forms must be signed before boarding the vans, please. Interested in
going with the students? Please let Linda (llboyce @mindspring.com or 816-419-9447) know for planning
purposes. Nursery care to be provided.

+  August 1*: Gaia celebrates Lammas.

TI'OOS 80110‘1]1108

Once again, I do confess that this is my intended schedule for the next however long for the Trees class. As
always this document is alive, moving, and eating the peas. Please treat it kindly.

«  July 4™: Review Trees class will review the possible patrons by Gaia Community, and the God Auction as a whole.
Time allowing, there will also be continuation of the yoga chapter.

«  July 11": God Auction Teens are welcome to participate in God Auction. However, if they choose to be
downstairs, they will start there and come up at the end in order to make offerings.

«  July 18™: Social Justice / Yoga III Class will be discussing the matter of Social Justice, and how it relates with the
principles of certain yoga paths, including karma, bhakti, and jnana — the paths of love, work, and wisdom.

«  July 25™: Field Trip Class will be leaving for the Nelson Atkins Museum of Art at approximately 3:30pm.
Students and parents who wish to attend should expect to be there by 3:15. Permission slips are required.

« August 1*: Yoga IV Trees will continue their coverage of yoga with discussion of jnana yoga, and tantric yoga.

+  August 8": Yoga V Kundalini & the paths & branches of yoga will be reviewed, as will their relevance to
Hinduism, Buddhism, & other faiths of the world. Relevance to social justice & political activism will also be
examined.

- KidSpace Committee and Teachers
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Ritual for Business Minutes

for June 12, 2010

In attendance: Cynthia, Erin, Devin, David, Jamie, Kit,
Rosemary, Amanda, Leo, John, Linda, Cheryl
Started at 9:45 AM

I. Approval of Agenda — Approved (the thingie is
fine).

II. Roles — Jamie as Non-Sequitur, Amanda as Red
Tape, Leo as Vibes Watcher, David as Devil's
Advocate

[II.Minutes — Approved.

IV.Treasurer's Report — General Fund: no solid # this
week; KidSpace: $1124.64; NHF: 24,115.73 (we
had a deposit, hooray!). On last statement, we had a
returned check/deposit. The person has been spoken
to. IRS has been silent; we think we're finally good
with them.

V. Committee Reports:

AKidSpace — Met on May 16. OWLS certification
is done, woot! It will be scheduled separately from
regular Kidspace program. KS is currently in God
Auction arc. Next meeting is June 20; kids will
also have Social Justice that day. Linda is looking
for teachers during RenFaire.

B.Social Justice — We actually met! (Woooooo!)
Have set up a Farmer's Market crawl. Will start at
SMUUCH @ 8AM on July 3, and hit Merriam,
River Market, and Brookside.

c. Communications — EH went out last Saturday.
Website is happy right now. Jamie has offered to
do July EH as David is in God Auction.

p. Membership — Continues to member. We need a
few more people to sign up on the Greeter's Table
roster. We will have 2 people graduate from New
Member Class for July 18 NMS.

1. Library — No new requests.

E. Site — We need to meet.

F. Welcoming — Still need CWM meeting person. It
is 4th Monday of every month. Leo and Kit
volunteer. Welcoming Allies Group is meeting
Tuesday at Jamie's house at 7:00.

G. Ritual Teams — 2010B slots are titles; most are
filled. God Auction slots are filled; people willing

to help setup/teardown should contact Kit. Kit is
working on a computer app for tallying. This will
make it SO MUCH EASIER.

H. Caring — Holy crap, Caring's alive! Would like to
have announcement at upcoming ritual to set up
what we're doing. Ideas: GC food pantry
(w/organic, gluten-free, etc.); Clothing exchange;
etc. There will be a committee meeting soooooon.

1. Nominating Committee — Trucking along.

J. Stewardship — We has a budget. Kimberly has it.
El Torreone is still annoyingly avoidy.

VI.Old Business:

A. Budget Approval — Changes have been made,
and budget has been balanced. Changes will be
noted in July EH.

VII.New Business:

A. Proposal: Gender Neutral Restrooms — “That
Gaia Community declare the two upper-level
bathrooms gender-neutral space while we are using
the building. This would be communicated by
hanging signs over the existing Women and Men
signs outside the upper level bathrooms that
indicate the bathroom as gender-neutral. These
signs would also contain a brief statement about
why we are doing this, and directions for people
who wish to use gender-segregated bathrooms to
take the stairs or elevator down tot he lower-level
restrooms.” Some debate was had about this
proposal, and Jamie will do a write-up for the Earth
Healer for community input. Devin suggested that
the proposal also be posted on/in the restrooms.
Jamie suggested a town hall meeting to discuss it
and raise concerns on July 20 (after God Auction)
at SMUUCH at 7PM. The proposal will then be
revisited at the August RfB.

B. Proposal: Offering for GA Delegate — It was
proposed that June 13's Greening the Basket go
toward Aubry's GA expenses. Consensus was
reached.

- Rosemary, Secretary

Agenda for the July 10* Ritual for Business:

o Regular business (committee reports, etc.)
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Non”Gendered Restrooms Proposal
Proposal

PURPOSE: To support our mission as a Welcoming Congregation by ensuring that every member and visitor has access to
the restroom without embarrassment, threat, or confrontation.

THE ISSUE: Transgender and genderqueer people, as well as cisgender people whose appearance does not conform to the
stereotypical expectations of their gender, are often unable to use public restrooms without harassment, threat of violence or
arrest, embarrassment and confrontation with others. In order to avoid these confrontations, which can happen in both men's
and women's restrooms, many trans people and others avoid going into public restrooms entirely, which can lead to health
problems. Gender-segregated restrooms also present problems for people with disabilities whose attendant is not of the same
gender they are, and people caring for children who are not of the same gender.

PROPOSAL: That Gaia Community declare the two upper-level restrooms gender-neutral space while we are using the
building. This would be communicated by hanging signs over the existing Women and Men signs outside the upper level
restrooms that indicate the bathroom as gender-neutral. These signs would also contain a brief statement about why we are
doing this, and directions for people who wish to use gender-segregated restrooms to take the stairs or elevator down to the
lower-level restrooms.

Avenues to Discuss the Proposal

+  On Tuesday, July 20" at 7 PM, the Queer Allies Discussion Group will host a town hall meeting at SMUUCh
specifically to discuss this proposal.

«  The author of the proposal is Jamie Peters, who can be reached at jamie @ gaiacommunity.org.

« If you cannot attend the town hall meeting and do not wish to communicate with Jamie, please contact Amanda, who
will make sure your concerns are heard.

+  This proposal will be brought forward at August's Ritual for Business on Saturday, August 14™ at 9:30 AM at
SMUUCh.

« Amanda is the community's ombudsperson and part of her job is to listen to community concerns and bring them to
Rituals for Business. Her contact information is on page 2 of this newsletter.

«  Our trustees-at-large, Cheryl, Cynthia, and Linda, are also entrusted with speaking for the community at Rituals for
Business. Their contact information is on page 2 of this newsletter.

Further Reading

«  http://transgenderlawcenter.org/pdf/PIP%20Resource %20Guide.pdf

« http://transgenderlawcenter.org/trans/pdfs/SBAC%20Fact%?20Sheet-ons %20handout.pdf
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Non~Gendered Restrooms Proposal (oont.)

In March of this year, I attended a conference for high school and college youth who are leaders in the LGBTQQIAA
community. It was held in a building on UMKC's campus that I had never been in before. One of the features of the
conference that I found initially intriguing and eventually absolutely effective and fully welcoming of all people was that all
the restrooms had a sign over the normal gender sign indicating that the restroom was gender neutral, along with an
explanation of why this was so.

I used the restroom several times that day, as one does, and each time I found myself in the restroom that had been
built with urinals. Each time, the mix of people in the room included people who lay all along the gender spectrum (and off
of it, probably; I didn't ask). The general atmosphere in the restrooms was a bit of laughter at being in the "men's" restroom,
but nothing directed at a person. In fact, the comfort of those folks who often feel at their most vulnerable in a public
restroom was obvious.

This was made most clear to me after I attended a panel which included several transgender folks, who then
wandered off in search of a restroom. Rather than drawing stares about which one they chose, people simply accepted their
presence without questions or embarrassing gawking.

I grant that the nature of this conference means that the people in attendance were in some sense self-selected to be
more ready for this sort of change. However, I think our congregation can step up and make this change, too, especially with
the option of segregated restrooms on the lower level.

With this in mind, I brought forward a proposal at June's Ritual for Business to offer non-gendered restrooms at Gaia.
There were some concerns raised that were addressed briefly, and it was agreed that we would revisit the proposal in August.
Part of the intervening time would be used to get the word out to the community about the proposal and to hold a meeting in
July to address concerns.

One of the first concerns raised about the proposal concerned children. Specifically, the concern was that using a
restroom not of the child's gender makes the child more susceptible to abuse by an adult. I have no hard evidence for either
side of this argument. However, I do have some information that may help. Our KidSpace program models a sensible rule
for children and restrooms. Younger children are accompanied to the restroom and older children go in pairs. Now, our
children are not always in KidSpace when they are at Gaia. During potlucks and before and after services, children are in the
care of their parents. I would like to urge our community to do two things: to trust the parents in our community to protect
their children and to keep our eyes open. We can protect our children in the entire building if we all agree to keep an eye on
them. In fact, in a gender neutral restroom, the number of community members available to protect a child doubles.
Furthermore, it is more likely that a young child will be accompanied to the restroom if any adult can take them, regardless of
gender.

The safety of women is often raised when a person or organization is moving to introduce gender neutral restrooms.
A resource for this very process we are going through points out that it is only a sign that proclaims a restroom is for women
and someone truly seeking to harm women will not be deterred by a sign. In fact, a restroom that is not gender-segregated is
a busier place and therefore safer.

The last concern that has been raised regards comfort. It is certainly understandable that using a restroom with those
who are not of the same gender might cause discomfort. I have three responses to that. First, change is uncomfortable and
always will be. Second, I challenge each of us to try just once and see if it really makes a difference. Third, because the
building we use has restrooms on both levels, there will always be the choice to use the restrooms on the lower level.

-~ Jamie Peters
Have another viewpoint? Please come to the meeting on July 20™!
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